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Cooperation among professions in dental care and utilization of oral

information
Yoshiaki Hori !
*1 Dental Health Division, Health Policy Bureau, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare

The environment surrounding oral health and dental care has been changing extremely rapidly. This is attributable
to the following factors: shift in dental disease structure such as decreases in the number of dental caries,
transformation in the background of patients who visit dental clinics brought about by aging society, alteration in
the contents of dental care and diversification of the patient needs. To address these alteration, Oral Health and
Dental Care Vision was presented in 2017. The paper showed the ideal provision system for oral health and dental
care. It also contained the importance of cooperation and share of patient information among medical staff including
dental professionals.

Experiencing The Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, use of oral information for identification of victims of
disasters was rediscovered, and therefore, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) launched projects to
standardize oral information from 2013. Furthermore, new projects to research the way to utilize the standardized
oral information has been conducted. MHLW also constituted committees to discuss about standardizing oral
information and using it. It is recognized that controversial problems such as legal issue, understanding of citizens
and others, should be discussed and solved to utilize standardized oral information further
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